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Treasurer Kay Ivey tells members of Associated Builders and Contractors North Alabama chapter what she'd do if elected governor. 

HUNTSVILLE --Telling the group of builders and contractors that the state has long "lived too high on the hog," Republican gubernatorial candidate Kay Ivey said at a barbecue luncheon Wednesday that cuts must be made to keep Alabama afloat.

The state treasurer said federal stimulus money is propping up the state, "and there are strings attached to that sucker."

Ivey, one of seven Republican candidates hoping to win the nomination on June 1, was speaking to the Associated Builders and Contractors North Alabama Chapter, got a big round of applause when she said the business climate couldn't bear new taxes, and "it needs to cut some of the ones it's got."

"Economic liberty is the engine that motivates Americans," said Ivey, 65, a former school teacher and banker who was elected treasurer in 2002 and 2006.

She said her two basic principles in guiding Alabama through its current revenue crisis are to cut back on government spending and aid economic expansion through tax breaks. If elected, she said she would require all cabinet heads and agency leaders to submit to a thorough audit to look for outdated or duplicated services.

"When the work of my administration and internal auditors is finished, taxpayers will know exactly how every last nickel of state government money is being spent," she said.

Ivey contends that the state has enough money to do its business, but budgets are bloated and too much revenue is skimmed off the top by "unions" and bureaucrats.

"Businesses know how to tighten their belts," she said. "The public sector has to do it, too."

Education budgets in particular, she said, could greatly benefit from a closer look at where the money is going: "It just takes the will to do it."

She warns against "raiding" the Alabama Trust Fund to get the state through the current budget crisis.

"Don't get snookered, y'all," she said. "... There will never be enough money to live high on the hog" indefinitely.

Although she said far too much time has been spent in Montgomery debating gambling - "for three years it's closed down the Legislature" - Ivey said she would support an up or down vote by the people on an education lottery and electronic bingo.

"I'll sure be working against" approval of both, she said, adding that a vote of the people could finally put the distracting issue to rest.

Someone asked her what she would do about the "snakes in the grass" in the Legislature.

"Why do you keep sending them down there, honey?" she responded. She added that she would instill transparency in the governor's office, and then, "Sugar, you'll be able to spot the snakes."
